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definite principles on the subject of penal actions, and the
experiences which I had had in the time of conflict were
not exactly encouraging. I remember that one local tri-
bunal, I believe at Stendal, in basing its sentence, fully
admitted the grievous character of the insults publicly
directed against me, but explained its reasons for fixing
the minimum penalty of lothalers, by saying that I really
was a bad minister.

At the time of the appearance of Perrot's articles, I
could not yet foresee the dimensions which the campaign
of slander against me would assume, on the part of my
former comrades and particularly among those of my own
rank.

No one who has taken part in the political struggles
of the present day can fail to have noticed that party poli-
ticians, whose courtesy and honour in private life are quite
above suspicion, as soon as they enter upon struggles of
this nature, regard themselves as exempt from all those
rules of honour and decency, whose authority they recog-
nise in other cases. A grotesque exaggeration of the
phrase salus publica suprema lex causes them to justify
baseness and vulgarity in speech and action, which outside
the domain of religious and political conflict would repel
them. This renouncing of all that is decent and honour-
able is dimly connected with a feeling that, in the interest
of the party which is substituted for their country, they
have to make use of a different standard from that of pri-
vate life, and that the precepts of honour and good breed-
ing may be interpreted differently and more loosely in
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